Dangerous Living Primary Interview List

Ashraf Zanati







Egypt



Currently under asylum in Vancouver, Canada.  He was arrested on the Queen Boat and became part of the “Cairo 52.”   A former teacher in Egypt, he spent 13 months in prison and was tortured and beaten while in custody by the Egyptian military police.  

Quote: " In Egypt sex is a taboo.  And when you have a taboo its difficult to share it with other people. When you share it with other people you feel relaxed  If you don’t its like a burden.”    

Dilcia Molina







Honduras

Currently under asylum in DC, an active proponent of lgbt human rights in Honduras, her investigation of transgender child prostitution brought unwanted attention in her country, namely her house was attacked and her child tortured in her absence. She was threatened with rape.

Quote: "It happened on the 7th of November of 2001. Six heavily armed men came into my house. They entered looking for me and asking after me, ‘Where is this bull dyke? Where is the bitch? We are going to rape her so that she learns not to stick her nose in that business.’"

"One of the men grabbed my son and cut his face with the knife. He tied him up and started to torture him, my son and the girl who looked after him.” 

"I think those men, with a hateful attitude toward a woman, for being a lesbian, well, they were looking for me and they wanted to rape me, well, maybe to take the lesbian out of me."

Rodney Lutalo







Uganda

Currently under asylum in Canada. A social worker and educator who was jailed in Uganda for advocating that gays and lesbians should be accepted as normal. Life imprisonment is the sentence for homosexuality in Uganda. Earlier in his career he was shot in the stomach defending children from massacre in Rwanda.

Quote:  “A day in prison is, first of all, they are not days like the days of a calendar, you don't know what is, whether is a Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and even if you know it doesn't matter. You are staring at a ceiling with nothing inside, thinking of, looking only, waiting for only that moment when somebody will come and call your name.”

Maher Sabry







Egypt



Currently under asylum in San Francisco. Won the International Gay and Lesbian Human Rights Commission Award for breaking the Cairo 52 story, presented first play in Egypt dealing with gay and lesbian titled “The Harem.”

Quote: "Then, on May 11, the early hours of May 11, or the late hours of May 10, the police raided a discotheque, known as the Queen Boat.  And it was known as a gay hangout.  And they went in and arrested all the Egyptian gay men."

"And when the Queen Boat happened, So I started sending emails to international organizations from Japan to the United States.  And some of these organizations contacted me like IGLHRC, Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch."

“We had hopes that one day we would have more than just free space on the Internet and a very noticed gay scene in bars and discotheques.  We had hopes of more …"
Yvonne Bezerra de Mello




Brazil

President, Projeto Uere

Currently lives in Rio. Runs a project for street kids in Brazil, documented attacks (burnings) of gay/lesbian kids; 

Quote: "I have been to many churches lately and all the speeches of these new sects and of these new preachers is against homosexuals, saying that they have to die, that they are sons of the devil.  And I see what is happening.  It is very sad to say I have a lot of homosexual boys that have been shot or have been burned in Brazil because of the new fundamentalism."

Adnan Ali





gay man

Pakistan

Director, Al-Fatiha UK

Currently lives in London, heads Al-Fatiha UK, witnessed his boyhood crush getting lashed.

Quote:   "I clearly remember what suffocation I had just hearing that story, because once I think I must have kissed him, or just holding his hand, and I felt, Oh my God what a sin I’ve done! What if somebody found out, that I touched him, what would happen? Would I be killed the way he’s being prosecuted, the way he is going to be punished?"

Anna Leah Sarabia







Philippines

Ex. Dir., Women's Media Circle, Co-Secretary General, ILGA

Currently lives in Manila. A "big sister" and driving force in the thriving lgbt movement in the Philippines she defied a sitting governor in her country to shelter his battered wife. She founded CLIC (Can't Live in the Closet), first officially-registered lesbian non-profit, she edited first English language anthology of lesbian works in English published in Asia. 

Quote:   “Culture that are black or white, are like dead cultures. Cultures that impose frozen stereotypes on roles, on gender identity; these are cultures are, like, killing themselves”
Kenny Wellington




gay man

Namibia

Currently lives in London, active with The Rainbow Project in Namibia, attended first gay pride rally there. 

Quote: "It’s like the first gay march, the first human rights march that we had. That was… I’ve never been so scared. I thought I was going to die. I thought, well, I’d better die this way than die any other way… but halfway through the march, these people came from the sidewalks, I mean it’s a busy Saturday in town. All these people came from the sidewalks. We had old German grandmothers, we had everything. Although it was just for human rights, we were right in front with the rainbow flag. I’ve never cried so much as I’ve cried that day. It was absolutely … We had 1,200 people at the rally. And that is a lot! That is so much. I gave my speech shivering. I was pissing myself literally, and when the head of the organization gave his speech, it was too much, it was just the best day of my life I would say."

"We started fearing. He started talking about earrings. Wearing earrings. Earrings got ripped off. That made the front page story. Gay people in the north, in the rural areas got beaten up. We just got frightened. I got frightened of walking around by myself. There’s one thing, I can’t stop my hips swinging from left to right. If you like it, you like it. I’ve learned to … If I respond to an insult, just walking past, I’m just looking for trouble. Walk. Walk away."

"I haven’t given up though. It felt to me then that I was fighting a lost cause, and for the past two years that I’ve been with the organization there has been no progress. But progress takes time. I realize that now. Progress takes time. It doesn’t take 2 years for the world to change. It did not take two years for people to realize that there is such a thing as homosexuality, and it’s not a disease or a mental illness. For example, I mean. All these things came to mind… It’s just time. We just have to fight. That’s why I said, Not in my lifetime. Perhaps in the next."

Luisa Tora





lesbian


Fiji Islands

WAC (Women's Action for Change)

Currently lives in Fiji. A young journalist and activist for lgbt rights in Fiji. LGBT people are often beaten by family members who lay in wait for them outside of the meetings. Currently working on survey project.

Quote:

Agniva Lahiri





gay man (koti)

India

Founder & Director, PLUS (People Like Us Working for Sexual Minority Sex Workers)

Currently lives in Calcutta. Agniva has been an outspoken advocate for safe spaces for glbt people in his native city. He has taken on the police and local people and suffered for it. Beaten numerous times, detained and threatened, he has witnessed the police rape of homosexuals that is often reported by human rights groups. His own experience as a sex worker has led him to advocate for this group.

Quote:

Sombol (anonymous interview)



straight woman

Iran

Currently lives in Iran. A documentary film producer she undertook the risky venture of making a documentary on a transgender person in Iran. While she continues to live in Iran, her co-producer has the film distributed and promoted as a French film from Paris. 

Quote:

Aditya Bondyopadhyay



gay man

India

Currently lives in Delhi. A lawyer and longtime advocate for lgbt human rights in South Asia, he came under threat of arrest while defending HIV/AIDS outreach workers who were imprisoned in Lucknow for promoting homosexuality.

Quote:

Fatimah & Sateema (anonymous interview)

lesbians

Pakistan

Fatimah and Sateema currently live in Pakistan. F & S presented their performance piece in the Gay Games cultural festival. F intends to produce 6 short films on gay and lesbian life in Pakistan.

Quote:

Lina Tan





lesbian


Malaysia

Currently resides in Malaysia. Active with the lesbian group in Malaysia, they had a raucous fundraiser for their softball team where they auctioned off girls to pay the trip to the Games.

Quote:

Juan Elmer (Barbie) Valladares


gay man

El Salvador

Elmer is under asylum in Miami. Elmer came out in a big way as the drag queen Barbie in Toronto. When discovered by his own family and turned over to authorities he was deported to El Salvador (while practically still in drag). Once out in El Salvador life became impossible. Under threat while protected by the local gay organization, Entre Amigos, he was eventually tortured by police and fled the country.

Quote:

Jessica (anonymous interview)



bi woman

Namibia

Currently resides in Namibia. Jessica received a scholarship to attend the cultural festival of the gay games and make a presentation on the life of lgbt youth in Namibia. She told the people of Sydney that the government of Namibia has threatened to deport white gays and lesbians, comparing them to dogs. Official denunciations have spilled over to public acts of hate and violence, including stonings. Several have occurred recently and Jessica explained that two friends of hers later died from injuries that occurred when they were stoned.

Quote:

Dinh (anonymous interview)



gay man

Vietnam

Currently resides in Vietnam. Dinh returned to Vietnam after several years in the United States. The Vietnamese government considers homosexuality to be a social disease. There are no active glbt groups in Vietnam, and no open lgbt social venues to speak of.

Quote: 

Cui Zi En





gay man

China

Brought issues of same-sex love into Chinese culture and public awareness, with a prolific crop of critically acclaimed articles, lectures, books, and films, including the first gay novel in modern China.

Quote:

Larry Chang





gay man

Jamaica

Currently under asylum in DC. Larry was the first gay man to come out in Jamaica in 1976 or '77. He was one of the six founding members of the Gay Freedom Movement in Jamaica, becoming the General Secretary of that group. This was the forerunner to J-FLAG, a group that barely exists today. He left Jamaica 2 years ago in September of 2000. At the time he had left Kingston, the capital, he just couldn't take the pressure anymore. He fled to the countryside. While living in the bush he came to find out that the local villagers had found him out. They were planning to attack his house and burn it down. That was the last straw and he left. Larry had previously been stoned and attacked.

Quote: 

Barney Frank





gay man

United States

US Representative

Currently resides MASS and DC. Colombian boyfriend. Active in glbt international hr issues, refused to attend Arab nation reception on islam due to Cairo 52 issue.

Quote:

Howard Dean





politico


United States

Governor, State of Vermont

Currently resides VT. 

Quote: 

